BEDBM MAY HELP 
TOHHNTVffiTCONG 


AmpIifiedCryofJnsectWould 
Be Used to Flush Out Foe 
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WASHINGTON, June 5— 
Some Army scientists are 
anxious to dispatch battalions 
of bedbugs to Vietnam to help 
tn the fight against the elusive 
Vietcong. 

The thought is not to infect 
the enemy with genns carried 
by Uie insects, or even to force 
the foe to scratch himself into 
helplessness. 

Rather, the bedbug would be 
used to sound the alarm when 
guerrilla forces bent on ambush 
moved into position along a 
jungle trail. Since bedbugs let 
out a “yowl” of excitement 
'When they sense the nearness of 
human flesh, scientists at the 
Army’s Limited War Labora-! 
ttory in Aberdeen, Mo., are 
working to perfect a soimd am- 
plification system that wiU 
make the insects’ cries audible- 
to human ears. | 

The combat bedbug, a par-| 
ticularly large and noisy spe- 
cies about the size of a man’s 
thumbnail, is carried in a spe- 
cial capsule that allows him to 
smell out a man about two 
blocks to the front or sides but 
not the trooper carrying him. 

A small scouting party could, 
theoretically at least, precede a 
large body of troops along a 
jungle path and smell out any 
attempts at ambush. 

Has Been Field Tested 

While the bedbug alarm sys- 
tem has proved feasible in field 
tests — even in a Vietnamlike 
tropical environment — some 
Pentagon officials remain imen- 
•thusiastic. They are afraid it 
might be too troublesome to 
keep the bedbugs both healthy . 
and hungry. 

But the serious effort that has 
gone into this odd project is in- 
dicative of the extensive search 
by militaiT men for better 
means to fight the war in Viet- 
nam. 

The Defense Department’s 
Advanced Research Projects 
Agency is experimenting with a 
laser beam to penetrate tower- 
ing layers of jungle growth to 
the floor beneath. Preliminary 
results suggest that the laser’s 
high power, narrow beam may 
be better than radar in such 
applications. 

Special aircraft-mounted tele- 


vision cameras that depend on 
amplified natural nighttime 
light — from the moon' and 
stars — to scan roads and trails 
for movements are all being 
tested. Infrared light scanners 
are also being used on such 
reconnaissance missions. 

The Key Problem 
Pentagon weapons experts 
agree that probably the most 
perplexing problem in Vietnam 
is trying to find the enemy. 
Thus, scores of research and 
development programs are 
keyed to this need. 

The Army is interested in 
making greater use of dogs 
currently reserved for patrol 
ing the perimeters of air base: 
and other large installations. 

But if German shepherds o 
bloodhounds were let loose i 


to seek out hidde 
soldiers, it would be nearly in: 
possible for their handlers * 
keep them in sight. Thus, th 
Army is developing a tin 
homing device to fit on th 
dogs collar; his handler woul 
follow the signal on a sma 
radio receiver. 

One trouble -with this, hov 
dogs are cor 
sidered a great delicacy 
Vietnam and there is a re 
question how long they wou 
last once out of sight of tl 
handler— even with the homir 
device. 

Some Defense officials prefi 
not to have to rely on anima 
for reconnaissance. 

‘We’re more interested i 
techniques where we ha\ 
more positive control,” sa\ 
one scientist. 

Actually in hand are a fare 
ily of devices sometimes re 
ferred to as “people sniffers. 
Man normally emits about 40 
distinct odors. Researcher 
have been able to separate an 
Identify a few such odors an 
register them on a device no\ 
being field tested in Sout 
Vietnam. 


Carbon Is Detected 


A similar mechanism is car 
ried by light aircraft, whic) 
swoop low over the jungle 
'sweeping” the air for telltal. 
carbon products, indicating th. 
possibility of trucks passin; 
underneath, or enemy cookin; 
fires. 

A whole series of mechanica 
alarm systems have beei 
rigged up to help protect ke’ 
military installations. Acros: 
some trails are planted so 
called “breakwires.” When i 
man walks over one an alarre 
bell is triggered at a nearby 
guard post. Other approachei 
employ sensitive listening de- 
vices and seismic devices that 
tZ. able to record the 

tremor’^ caused by a squad oi 
men walking toward the pro- 
tected area. 

The guerrillas have shown 
skill at digging deep, 
elaborate tunnel systems in 
which they can hide when 
bombs or artillery shells fall 
and from -which they can pop 
np and fire at advancing 
troops. 

Such tunnels normally have 
numerous hidden entrances and 
exite -and utilize ingenious 
booby traps to discourage visi- 
tors. 


such tunnels to he rich store- 
houses of arms, ammunition, 
radios and intelligence informa- 
tion. Some months ago it was 
discovered that a 25-pound air 
blower, called the Mightv 
Mouse, was fairly effective in 
forcing smoke or tear gas into 
the tunnels to flush out the 
Occupants, and to pinpoint 
hidden exits. 



